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New This Summer at Scott Manor 

A new initiative for our summer program was Making Art at Scott Manor 2018. Artists were invited to find inspiration for 

painting wherever they chose on the grounds. Working with oil paints and acrylics, a  small but extremely enthusiastic group 

gathered in July and again in August, producing an interesting variety of 

perspectives on the Manor House. Some of the artists took advantage of 

the higher elevation of the Fort Sackville site and created panoramic vis-

tas of Bedford Basin. The group included seasoned, experienced painters 

and one eager novice putting brush to canvas for the first time in the 

great outdoors (plein air painting). At the time of writing, canvases by 

five of the artists are on display in the North Room of Scott Manor House 

and available for sale.  

The Fort Sackville Foundation was pleased to host a quoits tournament on the lawn of the Scott Manor House on August 

17th.  Five teams representing local heritage organizations from Lower Sackville, Fairview, Rockingham, Waverley and Bed-

ford were vying for the Brenton trophy. This trophy was last presented to 

Bedford when they defeated Rockingham in a 1923 quoits tournament. Bed-

ford remained victorious, defeating Waverley in the championship game. The 

members of the winning team were Patrick Branton, Ken Dodsworth, Pat 

Leader and Jean MacLeod. Thank you to all the teams and their participants 

for attending this tournament. Special thanks to the organizing committee of 

Glenn Taylor, Patrick Branton and Ken Dodsworth. Paul MacNeill took on the 

job of being the referee, making sure all points were fairly scored. An enter-

taining time was had by all. 

Painting by Winnie Carruth 



Summer at Scott Manor 

by the Numbers 

 

• Busiest Days in the Tea Room: 

July 1st and July 10th (29 people) 

 

• Busiest Week in the Tea Room: 

August 27th to August 30th (96 

people) 

 

• Instagram Followers: 82 

 

• Number of people reached on 

Facebook: over 15, 063 

 

• Number of Likes on Facebook 

Page: 513 

 

• Number of Visitors Who Signed 

Guest Book: 1345 

 

• Number of Tours Given: 118 

 

• Farthest Away a Visitor Has 

Come: Sydney, Australia 

 

• We had visitors from 9 of Cana-

da’s 13 provinces and territo-

ries! 

 

Staff Reflections 

 

Annaka Merrick 

After two successful summers at the Scott Manor House, she is sad to see the sum-

mer go. A lifelong resident of Bedford, she has enjoyed learning the history of her 

community. Annaka has most enjoyed interacting with visitors and passing along 

her knowledge of Bedford’s past and the history of the house. As she returns to 

Queen’s University in the fall, she will take with her the various skills learned during 

her time at the Manor House. For Annaka, coming into work every day was made 

enjoyable by the wonderful volunteers of the Fort Sackville Foundation as well as 

her fellow staff. Although she is sad to see the summer go, Annaka is thankful she 

was able to play a role in one of Bedford’s local treasures. Working at the Scott 

Manor House has made Annaka proud to be from an area with such a rich and di-

verse past. 

 

Olivia Tulloch 

Having learned new skills and a lot of history, she is nonetheless excited to carry all 

that she’s learned into her studies at Trent University, and beyond, to wherever her 

path may take her. Olivia is grateful for the opportunities she’s had with the Fort 

Sackville Foundation, such as researching some Bedford family histories and learn-

ing about the geography and historical industries of Bedford. She will never forget 

the memories and friends she’s made while working at the Manor House. 

 

John Morrison 

John is very pleased to have worked at Scott Manor this summer season. 

The interaction with visitors and wealth of history helped John expand his 

historical knowledge and make connections with interesting people. John’s 

coworkers helped a great deal in making this season a comfortable one for 

him. Volunteers added a vibrant colour to John’s daily activities and made 

each weekday a day to look forward to.  John’s research topic helped him to 

break new personal ground and move out of his comfort zone by focusing on 

Fort Sackville and Father Le Loutre’s War. John is very happy to have 

worked on the subject this year, as it has helped to make clear some of the 

murkier spots in his historical knowledge.  



Bernice Hartnett 

Gardener Extraordinaire 

 

As guests enter Scott Manor House during 

July and August one of the first things they 

will notice is the beautiful bouquet of flow-

ers that grace the entranceway.  These 

very attractive arrangements are the work 

of Bernice Hartnett. 

Bernice has been providing 2 bouquets a 

week for the past five years.  She arrives 

usually on a Friday or Saturday with a large 

bouquet for the entranceway and a smaller one for the main level bathroom. All the 

flowers come from her own garden, which fills the whole backyard at her home on 

Nottingham Street. 

Bernice works in her garden three to four hours per day, with the early morning hours 

being her favourite time to be busy in her garden. There are always jobs to do such as 

weeding, pruning or transplanting and on drier summers watering. In particular, keep-

ing the container gardens watered, takes up quite a bit of time. 

Bernice has had no formal training in floral arrangement.  She says that with practice 

you develop skill.  It is obvious Bernice has a lot of skill as the arrangements are always 

colourful and eye catching. She uses whatever is in bloom in her garden, at any given 

time, from June through August.  Bernice does have a few favourites, notably irises in 

the spring and later in the season hydrangea, which she says work easily into arrange-

ments. Other favourites in her garden are perennials lychnis and astrantia and the 

shrub rose of sharon. 

Bernice has been an active member of the Bedford Horticultural Society for many 

years.  She served for several years as program director. She has also worked on the 

social/kitchen committee. At present she is on the executive as a member at large. The 

Bedford Horticultural Society is very active. Meetings are held eight of the twelve 

months of the year, for which Bernice does the advertising. 

Bedford Horticultural Society nominated Bernice as their Bedford Volunteer of the 

Year in 2013. She was named outstanding gardener of the year by Nova Scotia Associa-

tion of Garden Clubs more recently. Bernice feels that sharing her gardening skills is a 

way to give back to the community.  She says, “I have made many garden friends that 

share the same passion for gardening as I do.” 

Bernice does take time away from her garden for other hobbies.  She enjoys painting.  

She is learning to paint with water colours, but has been painting with acrylics for 

some time. Bernice also enjoys reading with historical romance being her favourite 

genre. 

The Fort Sackville Foundation is very appreciative of the time and effort Bernice takes 

to provide beautiful arrangements weekly for the Scott Manor House. 

Thank you, Bernice Hartnett! 

Tea Room Thanks 

 

Another busy summer season in our 

Tea Room has come to an end. 

The Fort Sackville Foundation heartily 

thanks Barbara Macey for being the 

overall coordinator. 

Special thanks also go to the following 

weekly coordinators: 

Ann MacVicar 

Elaine Loney and Joan Thompkins 

Barbara Macey 

Jeanette MacLean and Shelia Brous-

sard 

Grandmothers for Grandmothers 

Cherie Winters 

Girl Guides 

CWL – Penny St. Amand 

ACW – Marilyn Sangster 

UCW - Margaret Embree 

Thank you to the 125 people who 

took time to serve tea to over 600 

guests at the Scott Manor House. 

Thank you to June Boswell who 

served lemonade and oatcakes on the 

Scott Manor House veranda on week-

ends throughout the summer! 



A Little Bit of History 

Bedford’s Coat-of-Arms 

Most people may know that Bedford was once a town.  Incorporated July 1, 1980 and then in 1996 was amalgamated with Halifax, 

Dartmouth and Halifax County to become Halifax Regional Municipality (HRM). More people may not know that Bedford had a Coat-

of-Arms, a heraldic device registered with Her Majesty’s Register House in Scotland. 

In February of 1980, Bedford Heritage 80, was asked to design a Coat-of-Arms for the town by Bedford’s first mayor, Francene Cos-

man. A committee of Angela Fraser, Carol Loncarevic, Sylvia Ireland, Jeanne MacPherson, Elsie Tolson, Jack Bathurst and George 

Christie took on this task. 

In designing heraldic devices there are rules that must be followed. Only certain colours may be used and the arrangement of these 

colours must to be correct. Working within the given parameters the committee designed a Bedford Coat-of-Arms. 

The Coat-of-Arms has three parts, the crest, the shield and the motto. 

The crest, the fort at the top, is made of two silver wooden towers and wall with red windows and gate. 

The shield is green for the hills around the blue Basin, divided by an inverted silver Y representing the Sackville River. On the upper 

left is a silver wheel representing both industry and the railway, both part of Bedford’s history. The spokes of the wheel are made of 

broad arrows used on the granite markers that marked the boundaries of Fort Sackville Ordinance Grounds. On the upper right is the 

silver eagle’s head representing an eagles’ nest, eagles’ rock and the bald eagles that lived in that area. The silver ship represents 

both Bedford’s ship building industry of the 1800’s as well as recreational sailing of the present day. 

At the bottom is the motto – “For the Common Good” 

The Bedford Coat-of-Arms is unique as Lord Lyon of Scotland, who presides over Her Majesty’s Register House granted exceptions, 

which allowed the use of symbols relevant to Bedford’s history rather than more traditional heraldic symbols. 

When an entity ceases to exist, as the town of Bedford did on April 1, 1996, at the time of amalgamation, all authority and rights over 

the Coat-of-Arms reverts to Her Majesty. 

The Coat-of-Arms is at Scott Manor House. The hand lettered description of the Coat-of-Arms, mounted and framed is displayed in 

the entrance way to the house. 

This article was written with information from The End of Bedford’s Coat-of-Arms, by Tony Edwards published in Volume 5 Issue 6, 

June 1996, of the Bedford magazine. 



Summer at Scott Manor 

The Fort Sackville Foundation thanks all participants in our summer program. It was an interesting and fun 

summer. 



Short Notes 

Coming soon: Scott Manor website update 

Look for our updated website this fall, thanks to a grant 
awarded by the Halifax Regional Municipality Communi-
ty Grants program, and funding from the District Capital 
Fund facilitated by Councillor Tim Outhit. David Lewis, 
Union WebDesign Inc. is helping us work through the 
redesign, with photography by Dave Reyno. A subcom-
mittee of Elaine Loney, Ken Dodsworth and June Boswell 
have been focused on the update since January, looking 
at our needs, preparing the grant application, and work-
ing with our members to revise and update the content. 
We hope you will be pleased with the results, and when 
our new site is launched, don’t forget to share the news 
with your friends.  

Check this new book out! You will find Scott Manor 

House included, as well as two pictures taken by 

Lew Turner. Witnesses to a New Nation will be 

available to read at the Scott Manor House reading 

room in the fall. 

Looking Forward 

Our annual graveyard walk, led by Ann MacVicar will be 

held on September 25th 2018 at 7:30 pm, weather per-

mitting. 

Matthew Keoughan will be our speaker at a Fort Sackville 

Foundation General Meeting on October 23rd, 2018 at 

7:30 pm. His topic will be railways. 

Please check our website and our highway reader board 

for other upcoming events and programs! 

Fort Sackville Foundation Directors – 

2017 

Chair: Jean MacLeod 

Vice Chairs: June Boswell and Valerie Ivy 

Past Chair: Ann MacVicar 

David Conley 

Ken Dodsworth 

Graeme Duffus 

Warren Ervine 

Terry Gordon 

Diana Haydon 

Michael Kennedy 

Debbie Miller 

Lloyd Mitchell 

Dave Selig 

Cherie (Tolson) Winters 

 

Chairs of Committees & Coordinators 

Archives: Warren Ervine 

House: Al Harding 

Grounds: Pat Branton 

Reading/Resource/Research: Ann MacVicar 

Tearoom: Barb Macey 

Technology: Ken Dodsworth 

Curator: Francene Cosman 

 

Members at Large: 

Elaine Loney 

Lew Turner 

 

 

Thanks to Ken Dodsworth for keeping the computer running and for always being at our beck and call, 

even when away on vacation! 


